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BTRU @ Big Biology Day 
Saturday 13th October 2018 saw the seventh 
Big Biology Day (BBD) in Cambridge and this 
year the BTRU team was delighted to be part 
of it all. Our home for the day was Hills Road 
Sixth Form College, which opened its doors 
and invited anyone with an interest in all 
things biology to come along and find out 
more. Over 2,100 visitors took up that 
invitation, making BBD 2018 the biggest yet. 

We had the chance to chat with lots of 
visitors about organ donation and 
transplantation and to show them some of 
our research in action, including our kidney 
perfusion machine complete with Play-Doh 
kidney. Visitors also had the chance to get 
hands-on, learning some basic anatomy with 
our model torso, handling a range of surgical 
instruments and trying their hand at surgery 
on our laparoscopic simulator. They also got 
to test their own knowledge with our quiz. 
There was so much genuine interest in what 
we do and why we do it, which makes going 
out and about with our research so 
worthwhile. Hopefully we’ve raised 
awareness about organ donation and 
transplantation in general and the BTRU in 
particular as well as inspiring some young 
scientists and surgeons of the future. 

Being one of the lucky ones 
by Roger Pape (pictured bottom right) 

 
As you read this article you may wonder why 
I feel lucky but by the end you’ll realise why I 
am and, more importantly, why I became 
involved with the BTRU. 

In 1990 I had my first heart attack and began 
progressive heart failure. I was 32 years old 
with a young family: I remember my four 
year old daughter crying at my bedside while 
my two year old daughter crawled under the 
bed trying to pull out wires. With medical 
care, I recovered and managed a good life 
until 2004, when I had a second attack and 
had a stent inserted, a relatively new 
procedure then. Unfortunately, things 
continued to deteriorate and in 2009 I had a 
cardiac resynchronization therapy device and 
defibrillator fitted. It was just as well because 
I suffered two cardiac arrests and tachycardia 
and, but for the device, would no longer be 
here. Although the device saved me it 
couldn’t cure me and things got worse until I 
was fitted with a left ventricular assist device 
(LVAD) and placed on the transplant list. It 
became a family joke that I was trying to 
keep one step ahead of the illness until 
science came up with a cure. Although the  

 

 

LVAD failed, my luck changed when I was 
placed on the emergency transplant list. A 
donor organ was located and on 1 October 
2015 I received a new heart. I was in hospital 
for my 58th birthday but considered this all 
my birthdays and Christmases rolled into 
one. 

This is why I’m one of the lucky ones and my 
dream is that others have the same chance of 
the gift of life. I am active in promoting organ 
donation but I also recognise that without 
advances in medicine and technology I 
wouldn’t have survived long enough to 
receive my transplant, so I joined the BTRU 
Patient and Public Research Panel to 
contribute what support I can to the 
wonderful research that is happening. 

What of the family? The four year old crying 
at my bedside ran the Chicago Marathon for 
the Freeman Hospital in October and the two 
year old is now an NHS doctor. Thanks to 
science, I was here to protect them and to 
watch them grow up into wonderful ladies. 

Welcome to our winter issue 
It’s been a busy time for the BTRU recently and we’ve got lots of news to share 

http://odt.btru.nihr.ac.uk/
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Tell us a bit about yourself 
I have worked in Higher Education for the 
past ten years and have developed a 
specialism in knowledge exchange. In all of 
my roles I have promoted and delivered 
involvement and engagement between 
academics and external stakeholders, 
whether that be voluntary groups, 
businesses or charities. 

For the last six years I coordinated the work 
of a multi-disciplinary research institute 
called Institute for Social Renewal at 
Newcastle University which was focused on 
research to make a positive difference to 
society. Before that I worked for several 
years in local regeneration projects liaising 
with more than 200 community members 
and organisational partners, including 
schools, charities, health advice centres, fire 
service and local councils, to support 
community led regeneration activities.  

My new role is part time, working 2.5 days 
each week across the whole of the BTRU. I 
work with colleagues at the University of 
Cambridge based on the Cambridge 
Biomedical Campus, which includes 
Addenbrooke’s Hospital, and in Newcastle at 
the Freeman Hospital and at Newcastle 
University, where I am formally based in the 
Faculty of Medical Sciences. 

What brought you to the role? 
I am passionate about research that can 
make a difference to people and society. The 

NIHR BTRU in Organ Donation and 
Transplantation brings together an amazing 
team of surgeons, clinicians, researchers, 
laboratory technicians and our Patient and 
Public Research Panel to develop an even 
deeper understanding of the donation and 
transplantation process to support even 
better patient outcomes. It is a privilege to 
be involved in such innovative and important 
work and I am delighted to be able to play a 
part in supporting colleagues to develop their 
research and engaging public and patients in 
the work of the BTRU to accelerate its 
impact. 

What have you been working on 
since joining the BTRU?  
I joined the team in October and since then 
have been trying to meet as many colleagues 
as I can over this short time. I am delighted to 
be able to work with colleagues at the 
University of Cambridge and at Newcastle 
University. Recently I was lucky enough to be 
able to attend the NHSBT Training Day in 
Bristol in October where we heard about the 
exciting research work that is taking place at 
the other three BTRUs across England 
(Donor Health and Genomics in Cambridge; 
Red Blood Cell Products in Bristol; Stem Cells 
and Immunotherapies in London) and I am 
really keen to find ways that the four BTRUs 
can link up. For example, in March 2019 we 
are working with the Donor Health and 
Genomics BTRU team to run some joint 
engagement activities at the Cambridge 

Science Festival, which takes place in March. 

Our regular Patient and Public Research 
Panel meets quarterly and at our last 
meeting on the 23 October we had some 
great presentations and discussions. We also 
managed to squeeze in two Christmas Coffee 
and Mince Pie gatherings in December which 
were fun. Our Panel makes such a valuable 
contribution to the development of the 
research at Cambridge and Newcastle and in 
this past two months has provided 
interaction and feedback on three different 
research applications under development.   

In the autumn, I delivered a stall at the 
amazing ‘Great North Nights 2:0’ evening at 
the Great North Museum: Hancock in 
Newcastle upon Tyne. 771 people came to 
the visit the museum that evening and it was 
a great atmosphere, sharing a setting with a 
Tyrannosaurus rex and Roman artefacts! It 
was part of European Researchers Night, an 
annual event where scientists across Europe 
share research with the public in galleries, 
museums and even restaurants! I am really 
keen to plan some more interactive sessions 
in 2019 to share the research of the NIHR 
BTRU in Organ Donation and 
Transplantation with as many people as 
possible and to increase awareness and 
understanding of the absolute importance of 
organ donation and transplantation. 

Describe your area of work in three 
words: fascinating, rewarding, inspiring

 

 
 

 

Spotlight on: 

Jenny Hasenfuss 
Our new Patient and 
Public Involvement 
and Engagement 

Manager 

Follow us on 
Twitter for all 
the latest news 

@BTRU_ODT 

Next meeting of the Patient & Public Research Panel 
Friday 11 January 2019 2.00pm–4.30pm, Newcastle University (main campus) 

To find out more about the work of the BTRU, visit our website odt.btru.nihr.ac.uk 
or contact Jenny e: jenny.hasenfuss@newcastle.ac.uk 
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